THE   PANAMA   CANAL

miserably to come up to the specifications of those who are
continually comparing the Brown Man's status before the arrival
of the white despoiler and afterwards. Most of them looked
as if they thought the business of existing much too much of
a burden for their slender shoulders. The gift of life had been

MOST OF THE CANAL IS REALLY A LAKE

bestowed upon them without their having in any way been
consulted themselves. There was nothing, therefore, mat they
could do about their miserable and unhappy existence, just as
there was nothing their hideous, mangy, and flea-bitten dogs
could do about being hideous, mangy, and flea-bitten.

However, there had been one completely and perfectly happy
day in their miserable lives. It had come to them almost a genera-
tion before, as they counted time, for old age was not a very
common luxury among these poor natives. One fine morning
an emissary had come to them from the absurd White Men who